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Survey and Study on Natural Durability and Utilization of Timber
from Local Peat-Swamp Species in Communities Around Toe

Daeng Peat Swamp Forest, Narathiwat Province.
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ABSTRACT

Surveyed of 150 houses in Districts, Sungai-golok, Sungaipadi and Takbai of
Narathiwat Province revealed that more than 20 species of peat swamp trees were popularly
used for housing construction in areas around Toe Daeng Peatswamp Forest together with 7
fast growing species from plantations, 2 species of fruit trees and 3 commercial species.
Natural durability of the mentioned species were studied and the results were obvious that
Malaleuca cajuputi, which was the species easily found scattered around the boarder of the
swamp and most frequentlyl used by the community, needed some wood preservation
Treatment before utilization to prolong their service life. Most of other species especially
Oncosperma tigillaria Ridl, Fagraea fragrans Roxb., Intsia palembanica Miqg., Scorodocarpus
borneensis Becc., Shorea curtisii Dyer ex King., Litsea sp. and Cocos mucifera Linn. were
found to be durable and can be used untreated if used without sapwood.

Results from the survey also revealed that, variation in types of construction
designed, type of building materials and service life after the timber construction all influenced
the severity of destruction by wood destroying insects and fungi. The most important insect
found attacking houses and other utilized timber were termites, while powder-post beettes
and few other insects did not cause serious problem. Wood destroying fungi were also found

attacking houses to some extent.
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